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Visitor February 2020 

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church ELCA Ā2190 Jackson Hwy Chehalis, WA 

98532www.stjohnlutheranchehalis.net Ā360.748.4741 Āoffice@stjohnschehalis.net 

The 

St. Johns Lutheran Church Statement of Mission 

Rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ we exist to 

¶ PROCLAIM Godôs unconditional love we exist to 

¶ GROW in discipleship as we follow in Jesusô steps and  

¶ SERVE others as instruments of Godôs Holy Spirit 

 
What does a pastor do all day? 

(Matthew 9) 
A suggestion was made to me to write in the Visitor about what I do 
all day. What could I possibly be doing? And am I really working or 
is the call of a pastor just an excuse to goof off and scroll through 
facebook? 
 
Pastoral ministry is an interesting vocation. Thatôs not too uncom-
mon. Most vocations have their quirks. Couple of the most unique 
aspects of being called as a pastor are 1) Multiple ñbossesò and 2) 
Constant interruption and 3) Confidentiality. 

Multiple Bosses 
The reality of being a pastor is every individual who is a part of the congregation has expec-
tations, both shared and unshared. Sometimes, I can have one member of the congregation 
tell me I need to do one thing and then another member soon after tells me to do the exact 
opposite. Often, a pastor disappoints people, not because the pastor is mean or unfeeling, 
but because there are just too many competing expectations among the bosses. (See Mat-
thew 9:1-17) 

Constant Interruption 
Pastoral ministry can be scheduled—a little bit. I schedule my days in blocks—morning/
afternoon/evening. Within those blocks I have a plan to get something accomplished. The 
goal is to work two of those three blocks visiting, administration, study, writing, leading a 
study, lesson planning, etc.  
 
The reality within that schedule is that ministry tasks do not follow a neatly packaged 
schedule. (see Matthew 9:18-30) Interruptions are a part of the reality of being called to pas-
toral ministry. I may plan to be in the office by 10am, but then someone catches me getting 
gas and next thing you know Iôm an hour late after hearing their life struggles and praying 
with them. Or I get a call on the way in and get diverted to the hospital or someoneôs home. 
Ministry most often happens outside of the schedule. 

         Continued on page 2 
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Womenôs News:   
Womenôs Brunch and Bible Study will meet in the conference room on Saturday, February 
15th at 10:00 am. Women are asked to bring a brunch item to share as we continue our 
study with session 7 ñMirror, Mirror on the Wallò. 

Confidentiality 
People share with me some of their deepest and most vulnerable moments. Itôs the reason I 
used examples from Jesus ministry in Matthew instead of real life examples from my own 
ministry. Who would share with me if they knew their deepest and often darkest struggles 
could be shared in the pages of the Visitor? This is the most holy and most burdensome of 
pastoral responsibility. My wife, Rachel, does not even know these things. It is at the same 
time the most holy, life-giving, and difficult part of what I do. I am honored and humbled to 
bring Godôs presence in the midst of pain and suffering. It can also be the most difficult when 
I am faced with questions about what I am doing and to protect the most vulnerable in our 
community I must keep confidences that make it look like Iôm not doing anything at all. 

 
Ministry is really a team sport. It takes all of us using the gifts God gives us to do the work of the Body 
of Christ (The Church).  

 

Upcoming Lent schedule  
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St. Johnôs 

Lutheran Church, ELCA 

2190 Jackson Hwy 

360/748-4741 

of-

fice@stjohnschehalis.net 

www.stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Pastor Matthew March 
pastor@stjohnschehalis.net 

Follow Pastor Matt 

@revlurch on Twitter/

Facebook/Instagram 

 

Minister of Music: 

Joan Jahnsen 

748-3901 

jahnsen71@msn.com 

 

Parish Adminstrator:  

Michelle Turner 
office@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Custodian/Facility 

Coordinator: 

Bernie Schreck: 

748-6302 

Cell: 360-623-0418 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

Editor: 

Michelle Turner 

 

Worship  

Schedule: 

¶   9:30 a.m.  

  Worship 

Whatės in the Worksğ 

St. Johns Council:  St. Johnôs Council met on January 6. The 

following committees reported their activities: 

Altar Guild:  

Be sure to thank an Altar 

Guild member for all that they 

do.  For the Advent/Christmas 

seasons they decorate the 

sanctuary with flowers, 

change  

paraments, set up for extra 
communion services (three on 
Christmas Eve!) and then put 
everything back to normal 
again at the end of the seasons. 
Thank you!  

Property Committee: 
As lights in our sanctuary 
begin to go out they are 
being replaced with LED 
bulbs.  This should help to 
brighten up our church.  

Church Growth - This committee 
is in charge of the Lenten Devotion-
al.  This year's theme is 2020 Vi-
sion.  Please let them know if you 
can help.  Writing a devotion is easi-
er than it seems.  Give it a try this 
year!  

Social Ministries - They are sponsoring the 

Super Bowl of Caring this year to help our 

Worship and Music - This year we tried adding a third ser-
vice to Christmas Eve.  The new 5:00 service had 65 people 
attend!  We think this service was a success and we look for-
ward to seeing how it grows next year.  

Library/ Book Guild  
The Group will be discussing  Be-
coming Michelle Obama at the 
February 25 meeting.  The book is 
by Michelle and talks about her 
growing up years in the South side 
of Chicago.  Her years of school 
and first jobs as well as how she 
met Barack.  There are pictures as 
well as many stories about their 
years together raising a family.  
She talks of the years when Barack 
was campaigning and goes on to 

relate stories and incidents of the 
years when she was First Lady, the 
people she met, those she worked 
with and emphasizes that one never 
knows just who they may become 
through hard work. 
If you would like to be a part of the 
book guild, join us at our next 

gathering, Feb. 25th. Watch the cal-
endar in your bulletin for location 
or talk to Joan Jahnsen.  We would 
enjoy having you join us!  
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Bits and Pieces 

Food for our Future:  Everyone is in-

vited to help pack snacks for students in 

need with Food For Our Future. 

Wednesdays February 5 and Feruary 26, 

3:30-4:00, Greater Chehalis Food Bank 

Mobile Meals update from Shar i Blackwell  

Our first meal of the new year at the Gather facility this past weekend was served to about 45 guests, 

with another 6 ñto goò meals provided. This menu was BBQ chicken drumsticks, mashed potatoes and 

gravy, mixed vegetables, cottage cheese and biscuits.  Our dessert was various Christmas cookies pur-

chased at the after-holiday sale at Rite Aid.  We shop and spend frugally and were able to purchase 

large tins of Danish shortbread cookies for $1.00 a tin.  We also had extra hot chocolate pouches availa-

ble for our guests coming in from the cold and the rainy night.  We had multiple guests thank us for our 

food and our efforts, which always makes what we do a bit more satisfying.  St. Johnôs regular Saturday 

cooking schedule is the 2nd & 4th Saturday of each month, with us filling in occasionally other dates. If 

you are looking for a way to plug in to this program, we can use your extra hands for serving on a date 

that works for you.  The time we need help is typically from 10 am – 12:30. You donôt need to commit 

to multiple dates – just take a look at your calendar for the upcoming months and see if you can assist 

on a particular day. This is also a great way to do a service event with one of your children as kids learn 

by example.    If baking is your thing, we always appreciate fresh baked cookies, cakes or other desserts 

that can be made and dropped off at church, marked for Mobile Meals, and we will put them to good 

use on one of our Saturdays.  If you are a business traveler, another way you can contribute to this pro-

gram is to collect your hotel amenities on your travels, and donate these items of shampoo, soap and 

lotion for our donations to our guests. On your next trip to Walmart or the Dollar Store, why not set 

aside $5.00 to purchase packs of individual Kleenex, or chicken/tuna salad kits for $1.00 which makes a 

great lunch when you are living out of a backpack. If you are a thrift store shopper, you can usually find 

stocking caps and scarves for $1.00, pick up a few and drop them in our blue bin under the Mobile 

Meals table in the Narthex. You will feel great knowing you helped someone keep a bit warmer on 

these cold nights.    Please contact Sue Edwards, Donna Moir or Shari Blackwell if you have questions 

St. Johnôs Altar Guild will again be taking or-

ders for flowers to adorn the altar for Easter Sun-

day April 12. An order form will be included in the 

March Visitor and in the weekly worship bullent-

ing.  If you have any question, contact Nancy 
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February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
 Office Closed 1 

  

2 
8:30 a.m. 

Joy Groups 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
  

3 
11:00a.m. Al-

tar Guild 
meeting 

1:00 p.m. 
Bible Study 

  

4 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 
Leaders 

7:00 p.m 
   Church Growth 
  

5 
6:30 a.m. 
Menôs Bible 

Study 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 

1:00 p.m. 
Agate Hospital 
Auxiliary 

4:15 p.m. 
Wednesdayôs 
Together 

6:00 p.m. 
Social Ministry 

  

6 
5:00 p.m. 

Taekwondo in 
Community 
Center 

7 
  

Pastor Mattôs  
Day Off 

  
Office Closed 

8 
10:00 a.m. 

Mobile Meals at 
Gather in Cen-
tralia 

9 
8:30 a.m. 

Joy Groups 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
  

10 
1:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 
  

11 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 
Leaders 

11:30 a.m. 
Womenôs Lunch 
Bunch at Den-
nyôs 

6:00 p.m. 
Mutual Ministry 

6:30 p.m. 
Church Council 

12 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 

4:15 p.m. 
Wednesdayôs 
Together (see 
schedule) 

13 
5:00 p.m. 

Taekwondo in 
Community 
Center 

  
Visitor Dead-
line 

14 
  

Pastor Mattôs  
Day Off 

  
Office Closed 

15 
10:00 a.m. 

ELCA Wom-
enôs Bible 
Study and 
Brunch 

Private Birthday 
Party Commnity 
Center 

1:30 p.m 
Habitat for Hu-
manity Family 
Selection 

16 
8:30 a.m. 

Joy Groups 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
  

17 
1:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 
  

18 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 
Leaders 

6:30 p.m. 
Lewis County 
Genealogical 
Society 

7:00 p.m. 
Church Growth 

19 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 

4:15 p.m. 
Wednesdayôs 
Together (see 
schedule) 

20 
12:00 p.m. 

Young At 
Heart 

5:00 p.m. 
Taekwondo in 
Community 
Center 

7:00 p.m. 
Menôs Even-
ing Bible 
Study 

21 
  

Pastor Mattôs  
Day Off 

7:00 p.m 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Family Selec-
tion 
Office Closed 

22 
10:00 a.m. 

Mobile Meals at 
Gather in Cen-
tralia 

23 
8:30 a.m. 

Joy Groups 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
  

24 
11:00 a.m. 

Altar Guild 
1:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. 
Music and 

Worship 
  

25 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 
Leaders 

5:30 p.m. 
Strove Tuesday 
Pancake supper 

7:00 p.m. 
Book Guild in 
the Church Con-
ference Room 

26 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Fellowship 
1:00 & 6:30 p.m 
Ash Wednesday 
Worship Ser-
vice 

4:15 p.m. 
Wednesdayôs 
Together (see 
schedule) 

27 
5:30 p.m. 

Taekwondo in 
Community 
Center 

28 
  

Pastor Mattôs  
Day Off 

  
Office Closed 

  29 
  

ÎFor up to date calendar information, visit our website, www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the άNewsέ tabÎ 

Wednesdayõs Together! 
4:30 p.m. St. Johnôs Fiber Arts Ministry 
5:30 p.m. Dinner is Served – All are welcome! 

6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
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 1 Ceci Birchard 

  Taylor Lowery 

 5 Austin Haworth 

  Larry Moir 

 7 Jim Jahnsen 

  Braden Newman 

 8  Linda Young 

 9 Patty Olsen 

  Michael Vance 

 10 Jay Jahnsen 

 11 Chuck Rudorfer 

 13 Macey Elder 

  Kathy Hoffman 

  Kristine Newman 

 15 Ann Bradshaw 

  Alex Cox 

 16 Russ Lunders 

 18 Tom Callas 

 22 Ryan Gage 

  Kelsey Hoffman 

  Bonnie Unzelman 

 24 Bill Deming 

 26 Jonathan Judd 

 28 Evan Mitchell 

1  Ceci Birchard 

  Ava Humphrey 

  Logan Lee 

 5  Joe Buda  

 8  David Nelson 

  Drew and Jennifer Willson 

 13  Martina Munz 

 16  Steve Grill 

 17  Kevin Hoffman 

 24 Bill Deming 

 25 Alexandra Dean 

 26 Jon Judd 

Monthly income December:
 $28,745.58 

Monthly expenses December

 $16,188.71 

 Actual 

YTD income:               

YTD expenses: $  

 9:30 a.m. 

January  5 85 

January 12 103 

January 19 85 

January 26 94 

 5  Mary and Reid Olson 

 18 Barbara and Steve Grega 

 20 Mary and Chuck Ziegert 
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Giving to Support St. Johnõs 
As a church we encourage those who are part of the St. Johnôs family to be giving to the work of our 
congregation. We believe you should not feel burdened by the issue of giving but in fact, find it a joy! 
We are pleased to provide e-giving options as an alternative to giving cash and checks in the offering 
plate (your cash and checks are always welcome!).  
Mobile Phone: Scan the QR code provided here to access our mobile giving site and follow the 

prompts. 
Our Website – on your computer, go to www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the ñdonateò button 
Online Banking – Arrange to give through bill-pay at your own bankôs website. You will be asked 

for the following information: 
St. Johnôs Lutheran Church 
2190 Jackson Hwy, Chehalis, WA  98532 
360-748-4741  

Questions? Contact Pastor  Matt                                                    

 

Please fill out this page and turn in to Michelle in the office if you would like to add someone to the Prayer list.   

(Information for internal use only)  

 

 

Name and Contact information for Person needing Prayer: 

(We will be sending a card of comfort) 

 

Name: 

Address: 

 

 

Phone number: 

Email: 

Reason for Prayer: 

 

 

Name of Requestor: 

 

*Please note Names will remain on the list for 30 days. Please notify us if you would like the Prayer Request extended.    
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