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God vs Evil
Revelation 4:11-13 Then I looked, and I
heard the voice of many angels surrounding
the throne and the living creatures and the
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, singing with full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!” Then I heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated
on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and
glory and might forever and ever!”
As the calendar turns to September, a “new”
year begins. Big yellow school buses again grace our
roads. The schedule becomes more rigid and less
fluid after the vacation filled summer time. Rally/
Waffle day will soon be here and the church will
also find itself with activities filling the calendar.
The new year does not erase the old. I write this
just days after the White Supremacists marched in
Charlottesville, VA, and terrorized people of color.
Just before those events, someone threw a firebomb
through a window of a mosque in Bloomington

Minnesota. It seems that all around us are reports of
hate and violence. In days like this, it can be easy to
just through up our hands and withdraw.
I often feel powerless in the face of these big
society problems. There seems to be lions prowling
all around, ready to devour me and I seem to have
nothing with which to defend myself. The evil of
the world is just ready to swallow me up.
But the lion is not worthy of my fear. It is the
Lamb that was slaughtered who is worthy to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor
and glory and blessing! The lion’s power must bow
to the greater power of the Lamb. The evil of this
world is no match for the power of our Savior Jesus
Christ.
We are the people of God in Christ Jesus and
we are the ones who go forth into the world to face
the evils that plague it. We may look weak to the
world’s standards but in Christ we have power to
overcome evil with the truth of the Gospel. As we
enter this new year, we go confidently in the name
of Christ to rebuke evil and proclaim the promise of
God.

Meet Our Newest Ministry Partner in Lewis County:
The Gather
The Gather offers a rich variety of services to
our neighbors living below the poverty line and usually without a home. Their ministry literally exudes
God’s presence and blessings. It will be a genuine
privilege to be able to participate in it via our proposed coalition.
Not only does The Gather offer a full meal service seven-days-a-week, they also provide:

1. A food bank (BTW, they are always in desperate
need of used plastic bags);
2. A clothing bank;
3. Resource counseling (for housing, rent, utilities,
etc.) which is very close to – if not the same as - the
Navigator system that RISE Lewis County has been
interested in establishing;

St. John’s Lutheran Church Statement of Mission:
Rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, we exist to:
• PROCLAIM God’s unconditional love as an invitation to all,
• GROW in discipleship as we follow in Jesus’ steps, and
• SERVE others as instruments of God’s Holy Spirit.
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The Gather . . .
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4. Hair cuts;
5. Assistance in taking the Food
Handlers exam as well as
payment for a Food Handlers
card. (It is The Gather’s policy
that all persons handling/serving food at their facility must
have a Food Handlers card.);
6. Into the Light - a 12-month
program for men who have already completed a short-term
inpatient treatment program,
are working with the Drug
Court, or have been released
from prison; and
7. They will soon be offering a
childcare center for low-income families

It is critical that all groups
involved in our coalition be in
agreement with The Gather’s
basic philosophy of ministry.
We have agreed to co-sponsor
an orientation and workshop
for that purpose. There will be
a strong emphasis on developing healthy, personal relationships with those we serve. We
might say that – whether we are
serving the food or receiving
the food - we view each other
as equals and are willing to be
in mutual ministry to (and with)
one another together!
For more information contact Carolyn Schoenborn,
carolyns21@tds.net;
360-983-3170.

Mobile Meals Ministry
St. Timothy’s Episcopal has
asked St. Johns poverty ministry (RISE Lewis
County) to take over
the Mobile Meals ministry. This ministry
serves a meal to persons without a home
every Saturday. They
originally served the
meal at the Salvation
Army. They have
since moved it to The Gather church on Main Street in
Centralia.

RISE has agreed to take
over the administration of this
ministry by developing
a coalition of congregations and service organizations willing to serve
one Saturday a month. If
you might be interested
in getting involved –
especially on the Saturday that will be assigned
to our congregation –
please contact Carolyn Schoenborn (carolyns21@tds.net; 360983-3170) or Al Soderquist.

Gods Work. Our Hands.
“God’s work. Our hands.”
Sunday is an opportunity to
celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) – one church,
freed in Christ to serve and
love our neighbor. Since 2013,
thousands of ELCA congregations have participated in this
opportunity and dedicated one
day to serve communities in

ways that share the love of God
with all people.
The date for 2017 is Sunday, September 10. We will
meet at St. John’s at 12:30 and
go to SAFE Family Ministries
for a work project.
This year we observe the
500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. The
ELCA’s anniversary theme,
(continued on page 3)
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Gods Work . . .
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“Freed and Renewed in Christ,”
reminds us of the gospel’s
promise that we are freed in
Christ to love and serve our
neighbors. This is work that
you do every day – serving your
community in ways that share
the love of God with all of
God’s people.
We are a church that
rolls up our sleeves and
gets to work. Whether
your congregation prepares
and delivers meals to
people rendered homeless
to thanking emergency
responders, your service
activities offer an opportunity
for us to explore one of our
most basic convictions as
Lutherans: that all of life in
Jesus Christ – every act of
service, in every daily calling,

in every corner of life – flows
freely from a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace.
The idea for the dedicated
day of service is this: ELCA
members are called to put their
faith into action by engaging in
a service activity in their neighborhood, surrounding community or designated area. While
service opportunities are end-

less, ELCA members and congregations are invited to conduct their own research opportunities for service that makes
sense for their local context
and the congregation’s service

capacity. In other words, the
idea is to deepen a congregation’s and the member’s experience in their communities and
offer a way for congregations to
play a critical part in addressing
community needs.
Although the designated day
of service is targeted to take
place on a Sunday, the service
day should not be seen as “replacing worship.”
So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation; everything
old has passed away; see
everything has become new!
2 Corinthians 5:17
This year St. John’s
will be working at SAFE
Family Ministries.For more
information about the project,
contact Al Soderquist at
al527@msn.com.

Do You Care About World Hunger . . .
But you’re experiencing a few gimps in your get-along?
Then consider joining Team
Gimp-Along for this year’s
CROP WALK on October 1 at
2 p.m. We gather pledges just
like everyone else, but we ride
on a float instead of walking

the miles! The walk begins
and ends at the Centralia First
United Methodist Church. If
interested, contact: Carolyn
Schoenborn, 360-983-3170;
Carolyns21@tds.net.

St. John’s Women’s Ministries
Women’s Brunch and
Bible Study

The Women’s Brunch and
Bible Study meets in the conference room the 3rd Saturday
of each month at 10:00 a.m.
This year, beginning September
16, we will be using the study
God is in the Laundry Room. This
study will help us see purpose
and significance wherever you
are in your day. Inspired by the
words of Jeremiah 29:13, when
we seek the Lord with our whole
heart, we find Him everywhere...
St. John’s Lutheran Visitor

even in the laundry room. All
women of St. John’s are invited
to attend this monthly study
which challenges you to dig
a little deeper, explore a little further and make personal
application of the passages to
your life.

Women’s Book Guild

The Book Guild is for ladies of the church who enjoy
reading and discussing books
with each other. We will meet
at 7:00 p.m. on September 26
at the home of Shari Blackwell.

Dixie Roser will lead the discussion on the book, Magic
Hour by Kristin Hannah.

Annual Women’s Retreat

This year the retreat is on
Saturday, September 30 at the
Jahnsen home on Lake Mayfield (154 Baker Dr., Mossyrock) This year’s retreat is called
“Faith, Flicks & Fun.” The retreat will focus on Faith in our
everyday lives. We will have
lots of Fun while will we watch
two Flicks to stimulate our
discussions around Faith. The
(continued on page 4)
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Women’s Ministries . . .
(continued from page 3)

day begins with light breakfast
snacks at 8:30 a.m. followed
by watching our first flick,
The Shack. After lunch we will
watch our second flick, God’s
Not Dead 2. Spread throughout the day will be discussion

questions inspired by the movies. The day will conclude with
dinner and the final discussion
time ending by 7:30pm. If you
are unable to stay the whole
day, you are invited to come
for part of the time. It is guaranteed that you will have some
fun scattered throughout the

day! More information and a
sign-up sheet for the retreat will
be in the narthex.
To learn more about any of
the St. John’s Women’s Ministries, contact Joan Jahnsen
at 360-748-3901 or e-mail
jahnsen71@msn.com.

Learning God’s Word
Contributed by Marilyn Schmitt
A new school year is beginning so my hope is to inspire
new learning. A number of
years ago we were encouraged
to read the one-year Bible. It is
arranged in 365 daily readings.
For each day there is a part of
the Old Testament, the New
Testament, Psalms and Proverbs. If you haven’t read the
whole Bible, I highly recommend it. There are a number
of reading plans including a
two- or three-year plan if you
want to spend more time. After completing it, I was led to
memorize scripture. Learning a
number of verses was not easy
but has been well worth the
effort.

Now I know you are thinking that you can’t memorize,
or have memories of being
forced to memorize in school.
I chose the verses that spoke
to me personally. My first verses were to overcome fear and
worry. God’s Word has a lot to
say about “fear not.” Thinking
peaceful thoughts does not always come automatically. The
Word of God instructs us in
how to think correctly which
influences the way we live.
I learned several verses on a
topic to help tie the verses together. I kept the verses by my
reading chair and repeated them
several times a day only looking
when necessary. I learned the
reference numbers so I knew

where they were located. After
successfully saying the verse
several times, I would move to
another.
I have found that the secret to lasting memory is to
review each verse daily for a
few months. It only takes a few
minutes. Learning God’s Word
will help you share your faith
and give you peace and hope.
We can hold on to God by
holding on to His promises.
Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts. Colossians 3:15
And set your minds and keep them
set on what is above. Colossians
3:2

Contributed by Brad Meagher
Holden Village is roughly
40 miles northwest of Chelan. There are two ways to get
there. The first is to board the
Lady of the Lake boat in the city
of Chelan for a two-hour boat
ride to Lucerne. The ferry then
drops you off in front of an old
school bus that will carry you
the rest of the way, up a windy
dirt road to the Holden Village
conference center. It’s a pleasant ride.
The other way to get to
Holden is to drive through Darrington to the Sulphur Creek
trail head; then hike 40 miles

across two passes. If you take
the scenic route, and detour to
Image Lake, you gain an extra
3,400 feet in five miles, and it
adds ten miles to the hike. It’s
a pretty grueling trek, but the
view is spectacular!
I recently guided five young
men, two young ladies (sisters
of the young men) their parents
and a very good friend of mine
on this little five-day walk in
the woods. Holden serves icecream cones - only $1.50 for
a two-scooper. For five days I
urged these intrepid explorers
on with promises of ice-cream.
Ice-cream is a great motivator,

especially when we inadvertently chose to hike during the hottest weather on record. Oh, and
we had to pick our way through
a forest fire to get to Sulphur
Creek.
And Holden didn’t disappoint. We all had three icecream cones apiece.
That 3,400 foot climb up
to Image Lake was physically demanding. But the entire
route was bathed in the glory of
Glacier Peak. The whole time
I was struggling up the myriad
of switchbacks, God reminding me of Psalm 121, 1-2: I lift

My Holden Village Experience
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Holden Experience. . .
(continued from page 4)

up my eyes to the hills, from where
does my help come? My help comes
from the Lord. There’s nothing

like physical pain, complete exhaustion and the most beautiful
view in the Cascades to remind
you who God is.
The Lord got me to the top;

I puked when I got there. Hey,
backpacking is a blast! I highly
recommend it.
Or you can just take the
boat.

Living Stones Prison Ministry Raﬄe
Aloha from Pastor Norm
Arnold! We are excited about
raffling a Hawaiian trip as a
way to help support the Living
Stones Ministries. Whether this
trip be used to go to a favorite
vacation spot, celebrate a milestone anniversary, gift someone
with a special trip, or simply get
away from the busyness of life
for a few days, all will probably
want to buy a ticket or two for
the opportunity to win this trip.
The $5,000 trip to Hawaii
will be tailored personally
for the raffle winner. They
may choose their island,

accommodations, airfare, activities, and how many people
go on the trip - all within the
$5,000. All proceeds will support and benefit Living Stones
Ministries.

Tickets are now on sale
through the end of September for $10 each or 6 for $50.
Bishop Rick Jaech will draw

the winning ticket on Thursday, October 12 at 1 p.m. in
the SWWA Synod Office (you
need not be present to win).
The winner will be announced
on our web site and via a Mail
Chimp announcement.
Your help is needed to help
make this fundraiser a success
for our ministry. Because Living Stones is a joint ministry of
all congregations of our synod,
each congregation is asked to
participate in and support the
raffle. See Linda in the church
office to purchase tickets –
someone has to win!

Supporting Living Stones Prison Ministry
St. John’s is scheduled to
worship with the men of the
Living Stones Prison Ministry
at the Shelton Correctional
Center on September 16. We
are limited to 10 guests. There
is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or call the church office,
360-748-4741, if you would
like to be part of this worship
experience. Linda will contact
you for the additional information needed to worship
with the congregation.
You can also help support
the Living Stones 180 Project
with donations. We will be
taking donations with us on
September 16.

St. John’s Lutheran Visitor
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September Celebrations
Birthdays

1 Bill Blair
2 Kathryn Cox
Catie Scott
3 Joel Rotter
4 Charlotte Barber
5 Nancy Jordan
Phil Small
6 Mike Austin
8 Shawn Meagher
9 Matthew Rotter
Mary Ziegert
10 Jenny Grega
Justin Wilson
12 Jamie Scott
17 David Isaacson
Kendra Stajduhar
20 Brian Cummings

21 Jacob Stajduhar
22 Lorna Johnson
Hedy Mitchell
23 Jill Carlson
Katherine Humphrey
Joan Jahnsen
26 Matt Stanfield
27 Jeff Brown
Bob Lund
28 Zachary Rotter
30 Zoe Thomas

Anniversaries

10 Dee and Bill Blair
Laurie and Arnie Suhrbier
17 Luanna and Bill Deming
18 Michele and Russ Cox

Baptism Anniversaries

3 Elizabeth March
5 Cael Justice
6 Amber Gilliland
Kathy Hoffman
Gayle Isaacson
7 Russ Lunders
Diane Rudorfer
10 Mike Austin
11 Doris Carey
13 Emmelyn Affeldt
Shirley Kuxhausen
21 Pennelope Tobin
25 Macey Elder
26 Kate Amrine
Aaron & Ryan Buda
28 Scott Amrine
Sandy Gilliland

Bits and Pieces
STP Results
St. John’s 2017 hosting of STP
riders was a great success. We
hosted 94 guests -- several of
whom were spouses of riders.
We also had 8 people who paid
but did not attend nor request a
refund by the deadline.
We took in $5,610 in reservations, $105 in donations from
riders and $150 in leftover food
purchased by members. The
grand total was $5,865.00.
Thank You . . .
Dear Sue and the Wonderful
Congregation at St. John’s
Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the
excellent hospitality you
provided us poor STP riders!
Your kindness and graciousness
was a wonderful example of
Christian love. Thank you for
being the hands and feet of
Jesus to so many bicyclists!
God Bless and Keep You,
Beth and Jeff Sloane
St. John’s Lutheran Visitor

Dear St. John’s Lutheran
Church,
We finished our first STP ride!
We could not have done it
without your support. From
the moment we arrived we were
greeted with a friendly smile
from Sue to warm showers,
comfy beds and delicious food.
Every little detail was taken care
of and we sincerely appreciated
it. We wanted to express our
gratitude with an extra donation
for all your time and hard work
($100)
Thank you! I wish I could say
we will see you next year but
although it was fun, the roads
and crowds were a little much.
We live in Southern Oregen
and travel once or twice a year
to Western Washington to visit
family. If we are ever passing
through on a Sunday, we will
stop by for a service or even
for the Civil War reinactment!
Both my husband and son love
history. My son wants to be a
history teacher (he is a junior in
6

high school). Thanks again for
your warmth and love. We will
remember you forever.
Love, Traci and Jeff Olson
To St. John’s Lutheran
Church,
On behalf of our community,
The Preserve at Tumwater
Place located in Tumwater, I
would like to personally thank
you for loaning us tables and
chairs to our National Night
Out/Block Party raffle which
was held on Tuesday, August
1, 2017. The event was a huge
success thanks in part to donors
such as yourselves. Please be
assured that you were given
proper recognition for your
generous contribution.
Thanks again for your support!
Charles Schneider
Event Organizer
New Address:
Mike and Sara Shelton
1034 S. Market Blvd.
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-389-1054
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Wednesday’s Together! (begins September 13)
4:15 p.m. Kids of the Kingdom
4:30 p.m. St. John’s Knitting Ministry
5:00 p.m. Children’s Chime Choir
5:30 p.m. Dinner is Served – All are welcome!
6:00 p.m. High School Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice (begins September 6)
9:45 a.m.
Worship

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group

Labor Day Weekend

Fri

Sat

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
Pastor Matt’s
Day Off
Office Closed

10:00 a.m.
Lewis County
Genealogical
Society Bd.
5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center
7:00 p.m.
Church Growth

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
1:00 p.m.
Agate Children’s
Hospital
Auxiliary
6:30 p.m.
ELCA Youth
Gathering
Organizational
Meeting

5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
Pastor Matt’s
Day Off
Office Closed

8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
Rally/Waffle Day
and Adult Study
Class
11:00 a.m.
Worship
12:30 p.m.
“God’s work. Our
hands.” Sunday

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
11:00 a.m.
Altar Guild
1:00 p.m.
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 p.m.
Social Ministry
7:00 p.m.
Youth and
Family

11:30 a.m.
Women’s Lunch
Bunch at
Denny’s
5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center
6:00 p.m.
Mutual Ministry
6:30 p.m.
Church Council

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Fellowship
4:15 p.m.
Wednesday’s
Together (see
schedule)

5:30 p.m.
Staff Meeting at
5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group

8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School and
Adult Study Class
11:00 a.m.
Worship

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Fellowship
1:00 p.m.
Bible Study

5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center
6:30 p.m.
Lewis County
Genealogical
Society

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Fellowship
4:15 p.m.
Wednesday’s
Together (see
schedule)

12:00 p.m.
Young At Heart
Luncheon and
Program
5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group

8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School and
Adult Study Class
11:00 a.m.
Worship
4:00 p.m.
High School and
Middle School
Game Night

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Fellowship
1:00 p.m.
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 p.m.
Worship and
Music
7:00 p.m.
Habitat for
Humanity

5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center
7:00 p.m.
Book Guild at
Shari Blackwell’s
home

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group
8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Fellowship
4:15 p.m.
Wednesday’s
Together (see
schedule)

5:30 p.m.
Taekwondo in
Community
Center

7:30 a.m.
Women’s
Exercise Group

Pastor Matt’s
Day Off

10:00 a.m.
Women’s Brunch
and Bible Study
4:30 p.m.
Worship with
Living Stones
Ministry

Office Closed

Pastor Matt’s
Day Off
Office Closed

Pastor Matt’s
Day Off

Annual Women’s
Retreat
“Faith, Flicks &
Fun” at Jahnsen’s
Mayfield Lake
Home

Office Closed

For up to date calendar information, visit our website, www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the “News” tab
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Young At Heart? You Bet!
Young At Heart is a group
of 55+ folks that meet at noon
on the 4th Thursday of every
month (September through
May) for lunch and a program.
There is no charge but an offering basket is available. We
meet in the Conference Room
for a lunch of soup, cheese,
bread and dessert. Programs

vary from travel adventures
to learning about health
conditions.
We would love to have you
join us on September 21 to enjoy good food, a good program
and good people!
For more information about
Young At Heart, contact Nancy
Lynch, 360-748-2124

Giving to Support St. John’s
As a church we encourage
those who are part of the St.
John’s family to be giving to
the work of our congregation.
We believe you should not feel
burdened by the issue of giving
but in fact, find it a joy! We are
pleased to provide e-giving options as an alternative to giving
cash and checks in the offering
plate (your cash and checks are
always welcome!).

St. John’s Lutheran Church
2190 Jackson Highway
Chehalis, WA 98532
360/748-4741

• Mobile Phone: Scan the QR
code provided here to access
our mobile giving site and
follow the prompts.

• Our Website – on your
computer, go to www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the
“donate” button

• Online Banking – Arrange
to give through bill-pay at
your own bank’s website.
You will be asked for the
following information:
St. John’s Lutheran Church
2190 Jackson Hwy
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-748-4741
Questions? Contact Pastor
Matt.

